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A native of rural Grady County in southern Georgia, Wayne R. Faircloth grew
up on his family farm there. As was then generally the case in the rural south, he
undoubtedly spent many hours exploring the vast outdoors, developing keen
powers of observation and what would become a lifelong interest in natural
history, but most especially plants and descriptive botany. This region of Georgia
is topographically and floristically diverse, its plant communities ranging from
mesic slope forests with Appalachian affinities to subtly diverse, fire-dependent
rolling longleaf pine - wiregrass savannas and their associated pitcher-plant
bogs to bottomland swamps and woods along the creeks and rivers.
Undoubtedly, Wayne Faircloth was influenced early by the natural diversity and
immense window 

into his psyche, which, in retrospect, into ×‘��…

biology and
chemistry. He continued his pursuit of higher education at Valdosta State
Col lege, earning the B.S. degree in Biology with Honors in 1955. Subsequent ly,
he earned the M.Ed. in Biology and Science Education from the University of
North Carolina in 1959. While in residence as a faculty member at Valdosta
State, he completed degree requirements and earned the Ph.D. in Botany from
the Universi ty of Georgia in 1971. His dissertat ion, under the direct ion of Dr.
Wilbur H. Duncan, was titled Vascular Flora of Central South Georgra, and his
dissertation research involved substantialfield work and resulted in his extensive
collection of voucher specimens. These specimens were deposited primarily at
Valdosta State, where they and his subsequent collections form the nucleus of
the Valdosta State University Herbarium. His duplicate specimens were
deposited at the University of Georgia Herbarium, the University of North
Carol ina Herbarium, and other herbaria.  Pr ior to Dr.  Faircloth's employment at
Valdosta State, the herbarium was a small teaching collection consisting of
several hundred specimens mostly collected by his former teacher, Dr. Beatrice
Nevins. But for all practical purposes, Dr. Faircloth established the Valdosta
State Herbarium (VSC), for it was under his curatorship that it grew from a small
teaching collection to a recognized research facility, exchanging and lending
specimens and receiving official recognition among the World's herbaria by
listing in lndex Herbariorum (Holmgren et al. 1990). When he stepped down as
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and he was active on 
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ecosystems of short-sighted, selfishly motivated, and ignorant human actions.
Congruously,  Wayne's son, Wilson, earned the B.S. in Botany from the
Universi ty of Georgia in 1997 and was awarded the Ph.D. in Weed Science from
Auburn University in 2004, with lmperata cylindrica the subject of his research.
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